
Title 
Ramadhan Don't List Poem

Description
Students write a list poem about what not to do during Ramadhan using the letters in the word. They 
will illustrate their poems and present them poems to others.

Objectives
-Write a simple list poem
-List at least one characteristic of a list poem
-Identify the topic of a list poem

Supplies/Materials
-Writing paper
-Blackboard, Dry Erase Board, or Large piece of paper hung on the wall
-Pencils 
-Crayons or markers
-List poem assessment sheet (see attached file)
-Ramadhan Don't List Poem shape book (see attached file) 
-Example List Poem

Preparations
1. Make copies of the Example List Poem for each student or write it on the board (see attached 

file).
2. Make copies of the Ramadhan Don't List Poem shape book for each student (see attached file).
3. Make copies of the List Poem Assessment for each student (see attached file).
4. Have board (or paper) and supplies ready.

Procedures
Start by doing a KWL chart about list poetry with the class (see web link below).  Ask students the 
following questions. Write their answers on the board or on paper hung on a wall.

• What We Know: Ask students what they know about poems (or poems). 
• Want to Wonder: Ask students what they think they will learn about List Poems.
• What We Learned: After completing the lesson, ask students what they learned that they 

did not know before. 

1. Explain to the students that they will learn about list poems, how they are different from other 
poems, and they will write a list poem. 

2. Give each student a copy of the Example List Poem or write it on the board. Read the example list 
poem out loud. 

3. Point out to how the first letter of each line spells out the topic --not the title-- of the poem.

4. Ask students to call out the first letter of each line in the poem. Ask them it spells (the answer is 
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Franklin). 

5. This poem is written by someone named Franklin. So the topic of the poem is Franklin. 

6. Explain that the in list poems, the writer wants to point out something or tell you about something. 
The poem can be about himself, a special event or day, or something else.

7. Ask students what is Franklin writing about (the answer is himself).  Ask students what they learned 
about Franklin by reading the poem. 

8. Ask students what the title of the poem is (the answer is All About Me).

9. Explain that list poems are some of the easiest types of poems to write. They do not have to rhyme or 
have rhythm like other poems. 

10. Explain that list poems use words that describe and explain. Ask students to brainstorm some 
describing words.

11. Allow students to brainstorm words that describe and explain. Write these words on the board.

12. Next, write an example list poem together as a class. Explain that the topic of the list poem is cats. 
Write the letter C on the board. Ask students to think hard to come up with a very creative word that 
starts with the letter C that also describes cats. Some possible answers are cute, cuddly, etc. Repeat this 
for the remaining letters.

13. Explain to students that they are going to write a list poem. The topic of their list poem is the things 
we can not do during Ramadhan. And for each letter in the word, they will use a word that describes 
something we don't do in Ramadhan. For younger children, use smaller words such as FAST, or 
FASTING.

14. Give each student a sheet of notebook paper, the shape book template of the word they are using, a 
poem assessment sheet, a pencil, and scissors.

15. Have students work by themselves to brainstorm words that begin with the letters in their word 
(Ramadhan, FASTING, or FAST). Have them write these on the blank paper.  

16. Allow students to use a copy of the List Poem Assessment for them to follow (see attached file).
Move around the room and assist students who need help.

17. If students are having a hard time coming up with words, allow them to work with a partner. 

18. When students have all of the words necessary, they can begin their shape book. 

19. Provide scissors so students can cut out the shape book.

20. Have them write their list poem on the Poem Template from the shape book page.
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21. Have students illustrate the cover page. 

22. Students can use the back of the cover page to illustrate one of the words in the poem.

23. When students are finished illustrating, staple the shape book together.

24. Students can share their finished products with the class.

Assessments
Evaluate students on their ability to pre-write, create poetry, choose words that describe the topic. Use 
the List Poem Assessment as the criteria.

Web Links
KWL http://www.education.com/reference/article/K-W-L-charts-classroom/
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